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Why music?
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Language

e (0,000-70,000
years ago

A pre-linguistic ‘musical’
mode of thought and action
(Blacking)
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Australopithecines, 3.5 million years
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Homo habilis 2.0 million years ago
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The muscular control required for
bipedalism enhanced the potential for
gesture and body language, and dance

onsequences of bipedalism were
ythm and the phenomenon of
nment
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1. The big helpless baby problem
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c. 50% increase in male body size and 70%
Increase of female body size from A.afarensis
to H.ergaster, change of size ratio from c. 1.4 to
1.2

What would the consequences have been for
soclal organisation and mating patterns?

Possibly:
Reduced male-male competition
Increased female choice

Pair bonding and male provisioning



Charles Darwin 1871

‘... ItIs probable that the
progenitors of man, either the
males or females or both sexes,
before acquiring the power of
expressing mutual love Iin
articulate language,
endeavoured to charm each
other with musical notes and
rhythm”

Such ideas led to the theory of sexual selection



Music and
sexual
display



es to enhance communication about the natural world
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Vocal imitation
Mimesis — Donald 1991 ‘Mimetic culture’

Sound synaesthesia — Brent Berlin



Group hunting of
big game
depended upon
cooperation and
trust

Group singing and
dancing are the
primary means to
build such trust
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Our species. Homo sapiens,
evolved in Africa at c. 200,000
years ago
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Blombos Cave,
South Africa,
Middle Stone Age,
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Language becomes a
specialising in the communication system specialising
of emotion and in the transmission of information
cial bonding and dominates communication

Language

c. 200,000 —
70,000 years
ago

—

Hmmmmm

A pre-linguistic ‘musical’ mode
of thought and action (Blacking)
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Why music?
e beneficiaries of a pre-linguistic
usical stone age past



